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Overview 

 This study presents the main results of an extensive 
content analysis textbooks of religious education and 
the so-called national group of subjects (mother 
language, geography and history). The study involved 
the entire texts and graphic material of all the textbooks 
recommended for use by the Ministries of the 
Federation of B&H and Republika Srpska in 2005. 
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Research 
question

do the textbooks promote or fail to 

promote social cohesion and the 

creation of positive attitudes toward 

one’s own country 
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Context

Social cohesion and the creation of 

positive attitudes in textbooks are 

prescribed by Laws and other legal 

documents signed by the B&H 

government. 
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Vision 

 The educational system should be …

– the place where the professional and democratic 

development of Bosnia and Herzegovina takes place 

– where we promote ethnic tolerance and cultural diversity 

not as abstract principles but as prerequisites for national 

survival…

– … the basis for the creation of Bosnia and Herzegovina as 

a unique multicultural, multiethnic country. 
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What we reviewed

 The entire texts and graphic material of all the textbooks 

recommended for use by the Ministries of the 

Federation of B&H and Republika Srpska in 2005 in:

 religious education 

 the so-called national group of subjects 

– mother language

– geography 

– history 
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146 
text-
books

Grade 
Subject   Geo-

graphy History 
Lang-
uage religion  

bosanski pp 1 3 3 1 

hrvatski pp 2 1 2 1 

srpski pp 0 0 2 1 

5 

ukupno  3 4 7 3 

bosanski pp 1 2 3 1 

hrvatski pp 1 1 3 1 

srpski pp 0 1 2 1 

6 

ukupno  2 4 12 3 

bosanski pp 2 3 3 1 

hrvatski pp 2 1 3 1 

srpski pp 1 1 2 1 

7 

ukupno  5 5 8 3 

bosanski pp 1 2 2 1 

hrvatski pp 2 1 3 1 

srpski pp 1 1 2 1 

8 

ukupno  4 4 7 3 

bosanski pp 0 0 0 0 

hrvatski pp 0 0 0 0 

srpski pp 1 1 2 1 

9 

ukupno  1 1 2 1 

bosanski pp 1 3 2 0 

hrvatski pp 1 1 1 1 

srpski pp 3 2 4 0 

I 

ukupno  5 6 7 1 

bosanski pp 1 2 1 0 

hrvatski pp 1 1 1 1 

srpski pp 1 3 3 0 

II 

ukupno  3 6 5 1 

bosanski pp 0 2 2   

hrvatski pp 1 1 1   

srpski pp 1 2 3   

III 

ukupno  2 5 6 0 

bosanski pp 1 2 4   

hrvatski pp 1 1 1   

srpski pp 0 0 2   

IV 

ukupno  2 3 7 0 

 UKUPNO:  27 38 61 15 
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Conceptual framework

 B&H themes: education in a multicultural society
– Equal treatment vs. emphasising one nation etc.

– Strengthening vs. weakening feelings of belonging to B&H

– Difference as an opportunity vs. as a threat

– Differentiated presentation ↔ stereotypes

– Equal rights

 Human rights

 Critical thinking

 Presence of other political issues

 ... Each considered on two more dimensions
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teams

 4 teams of 5 to 6 experts
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Overview of findings

… there a very large number of 

examples in which the textbooks are 

not in accordance to the law and which 

are a real threat for continuation of 

segregation and ethnic intolerance. 
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Some examples...
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Where do we live?
 Two examples from 9th 

and 6th grade geography
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Some numbers...
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Good news … 
Positive examples

 Around 5 examples per textbook

 But with big differences between books
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Equal 

treatment vs. 

emphasising 

one nation 

etc.

Strengthening 

vs. weakening 

feelings of 

belonging to 

B&H

Difference as 

an opportunity 

vs. as a threat

Differentiated 

presentation ↔

stereotypes Equal rights Human rights

Critical 

thinking

Absence vs. 

presence of 

other political 

issues

Geography 6,8 8,9 1,9 28,7 42,5 8,6 3,2

history 5,9 15,0 0,3 9,3 20,7 5,7 2,3

Religion 4,7 22,3 3,0 11,2 25,0 2,6

language 15,9 33,5 2,2 92,1 22,7 8,9 0,7

e.g. this means there were 16 

times more negative than 

positive examples on this 

issue 

Bad news: high proportion 
of negative to positive 
examples
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General themes...
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Number of negative 
examples depends on 
the material in each 
grade for a particular 
subject

 Total number of 

negative examples 

(“B&H themes”)

Total
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Differences between 
Bosnian, Croatian and 
Serbian curricula

 Negative 

examples of “B&H 

themes” in 

religious studies
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History as war

 The cover 

page of a 

history 

textbook 
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Stereotypes of 
Roma 

 ... And that 

is all
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Conclusions 

 The textbooks contribute to segregation and 

antagonism in B&H

 Each is oriented to one particular ethnic group

 Students do not learn about the other groups

 Many books serve to develop a stronger feeling of 

belonging to other countries (Croatia, Serbia) than 

to B&H



www.promente.org | www.soros.org.ba 

Recommendations
– For the Ministries of Education ...

• Revise the contents

• Common curriculum with emphasis on multicultural approach

• Encourage open society principles and critical thinking

• Include professional pedagogs

– For authors
• Writing a textbook needs to be a multidisicplinary task

• Use the guidelines!

• Respect modern principles of how children learn!

– For teachers
• Stress the social and political importance and consequences of 

what children learn in these subjects

• Active role in influencing Ministries and publishers


